
You’re the judge of a highly respected appeals court, and you’ve been given the chance 
to review a few old cases. You must decide whether each lawsuit is legitimate, and then 
justify your opinion. Read each case and write your thoughts below.

A boy was banned from an online video game service for repeatedly screaming vulgar insults and 
racial epithets at other players. When he found that his game console would no longer connect to the 
internet, he had his parents hire a lawyer and sue the machine’s manufacturer for violating his right 
to free speech. The lawyer argued that because the boy had numerous phobias and could not venture 
outside, the online ban had effectively cut off all possible means of socialization, leaving him friendless 
and lonely. The boy sought over $50,000 in damages.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

While using a table saw to cut strips of oak flooring, a man accidentally mutilated two of his fingers. 
He decided to sue the tool manufacturer for negligence, saying that if the company had installed a 
“flesh-detecting” device on the saw, his injuries would have been far less severe. Such safety technology 
exists, but it can be expensive. The man claimed that even though he purchased saw knowing that it 
had no such safety feature, it was not his fault that his fingers were near the blade. He asked for $1.5 
million in damages.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

A man tried to sue himself for violating his own civil rights and religious beliefs. One night he had 
allowed himself to drink heavily, becoming intoxicated and committing a number of crimes which 
led to a 23-year prison sentence. This crime against himself was worth $5 million dollars in emotional 
damages and psychological distress. Of course, since the man was in prison when he filed the lawsuit, 
he could not pay anywhere near that amount. He therefore demanded that his state government give 
him the damages in full.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Some things that we do as Christians are cultural beliefs—there is no specific scriptural 
support for them; we just do them because we’ve always done them. Look at the list 
below and mark which items you think are tradition and which are biblical.

Issue Bible Culture

1. We go to church on Sunday, every Sunday. __________ __________

2. We pass an offering plate around during every service. __________ __________

3. We observe the Lord’s Supper. __________ __________

4. The pastor speaks from behind a pulpit. __________ __________

5. The pastor preaches the sermon after the music service. __________ __________

6. The pastor offers an invitation after every message. __________ __________

7. The pastor stands in the foyer or lobby after the service. __________ __________

8. Deacons serve the congregation. __________ __________

9. The Lord’s Supper is held every three months. __________ __________

10. We tithe at least 10% from our paychecks. __________ __________

11. Women do not preach in the church. __________ __________

12. The pastor is hospitable. __________ __________
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You may not have realized that God oversees your spiritual growth, but it’s true (Phil. 1:6). 
Finish the statements below.

The time that I felt closest to God was __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

I would love it if God would __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

If God wants me to grow, why does He _ ________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

The time I didn’t feel God was watching me was when _____________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

The greatest thing God has done in my life besides save me is ________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

My Thoughts 
   God
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