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Introduction

This study introduces students to a variety of figures from the Old Testament.
Through each of these people, God revealed a measure of His love and truth.
Lessons 1–3

An introduction to Scripture as the Word of God

Lessons 4–8

The doubt and faith of Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac

Lessons 9–13

The treacherous life of Jacob

Lessons 14–22 The trials and mercy of Joseph
Lessons 23–26 The compassion of Ruth and Boaz
Lessons 27–35 The integrity and devotion of Daniel

Lesson Components
Content Objectives

These summarize the primary biblical doctrines or points supported by the
lesson.

Learning Objectives
These are expected student outcomes. By the end of the lesson, students
should be able to recall, explain, or discuss these points. Some of these
objectives will be assessed in the lesson’s quiz.

Vocabulary
On the first page of each lesson—in both the Teacher’s Manual and Student
Manual—is a list of new vocabulary terms. Students may first encounter
these words in the Student Manual or in Scripture. Occasionally, the word
may only appear in the Teacher’s Manual Session Notes.

Session Notes
Most of the weekly lessons include three sessions (A, B, and C). The Session
Notes suggest ways to explain, discuss, and illustrate the lesson content. The
notes generally follow a three-part sequence:
• Introduction – Preview foundational ideas and terms.
• Student Exercises – Give students time to read Scripture and answer
questions from the Student Manual.
• Development – Review the exercises and explore the topics further.
You will probably not use all of the suggested discussion questions or
activities. Most sessions should last only a single class period, but you may
choose to spend more time developing and discussing the material. You
may also want to give your students more time to complete open-ended
reflective sections in the Student Manual.
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Target Truths
At the end of each session is a short devotional takeaway. You may choose to
develop this thought throughout the session or simply offer it as a concluding
point.

Stories
Most lessons include a fictional narrative to be read aloud during Session C.
Set in the modern day, these stories can help students imagine and discuss
ways to apply principles from the lesson. Note that these stories feature
challenging situations in which characters may make poor decisions or face
unfair consequences. This should prompt critical thinking and discussion,
as outlined in the Session Notes.

Character Trait Activities
Excluding review lessons, each lesson includes an activity that can help
students practice a character trait relevant to the lesson topic. Most of these
activities require little preparation, but you may choose to build on the core
ideas. These can greatly expand the social or kinesthetic dimensions of your
lesson.

Student Manual Facsimiles
You can find these pages at the end of each lesson in this Teacher’s Manual.
In places where students might record different terms from different Bible
translations, you will find multiple answers separated by forward slashes (/).

Quizzes
Excluding review lessons, each lesson includes a ten-point quiz. These assess
the students’ grasp of the more factual Learning and Content Objectives.
Students can study for these quizzes solely by reviewing the Student Manual
exercises. The quizzes do not assess material discussed exclusively in the
Teacher’s Manual, nor do they gauge spiritual growth or personal application.
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Optional Components
Music Curriculum

Near the back of this Teacher’s Manual, beginning on page 367, are lyrics
and notes for nine classic hymns and one Christmas carol. You may wish to
introduce one song for each month of the school year.
• Blessed Assurance

• My Jesus, I Love Thee

• Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

• Nearer My God to Thee

• Come, Christians, Join to Sing

• What a Friend We Have in Jesus

• Fairest Lord Jesus

• Nothing but the Blood

• Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

• Silent Night

Scripture Memory
Except for Lesson 35, each lesson includes a passage of Scripture that
reinforces the topics of this study. Consider introducing the passage at the
beginning of the week and then review the passage each day. For partial
verses (e.g., “Romans 15:4a”), explain which part of the verse that students
should memorize. At the end of the week, students could write the passage
on the back of their weekly quiz, or you could ask parents and guardians to
sign a sheet after their child recites the passage correctly at home.
A list of passages is also included on the last page of the Student Manual,
along with signature blanks for a parent or guardian.
Lesson 1 Romans 15:4a

Lesson 19 Psalm 36:8

Lesson 2 Romans 15:4b

Lesson 20 Review Psalm 36:5–8

Lesson 3 Review Romans 15:4

Lesson 21 Psalm 36:9

Lesson 4 Hebrews 11:8a

Lesson 22 Review Psalm 36:5–9

Lesson 5 Hebrews 11:8b

Lesson 23 Colossians 3:13a

Lesson 6 Hebrews 11:11a

Lesson 24 Colossians 3:13b

Lesson 7 Hebrews 11:11b

Lesson 25 Colossians 3:14

Lesson 8 Review Hebrews 11:8, 11

Lesson 26 Review Colossians 3:13–14

Lesson 9 Romans 8:26a

Lesson 27 Hebrews 12:1a

Lesson 10 Romans 8:26b

Lesson 28 Hebrews 12:1b

Lesson 11 Romans 8:28

Lesson 29 Review Hebrews 12:1

Lesson 12 Romans 8:31

Lesson 30 Hebrews 12:2a

Lesson 13 Review Romans 8:26, 28, 31

Lesson 31 Hebrews 12:2b

Lesson 14 Psalm 36:5

Lesson 32 Review Hebrews 12:1–2

Lesson 15 Psalm 36:6

Lesson 33 Hebrews 12:3

Lesson 16 Review Psalm 36:5–6

Lesson 34 Review Hebrews 12:1–3

Lesson 17 Psalm 36:7
Lesson 18 Review Psalm 36:5–7
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Extra Resources

You can purchase a packet of downloadable resources from the Growing with
God product page at positiveaction.org.
Answer Slides (PDF)

These presentations allow you to review the Student Manual exercises
question by question, with answers appearing as you progress.

Editable Quizzes (DOC)

Edit and print your own versions of the quizzes in this Teacher’s Manual.

Piano Accompaniments (MP3)

Sing along to these piano arrangements of hymns in the music curriculum.

Image Pack (PNG)

Copy and print over 90 illustrations from this study—for use in handouts,
bulletin boards, and presentations.

K4–6 Curriculum Sequence
K4 Exploring God’s Love

Students find countless examples of God’s love—from Creation through
the life and ministry of Christ.

K5 Learning About God

Students learn basic truths about God’s character by studying the lives of
major figures throughout Scripture.

1st Grade Enjoying God’s Gifts

Students explore God’s grace, as revealed in Creation, various Old
Testament figures, and the work of Christ.

2nd Grade Finding God’s Promises

By following the life of Moses, students see God’s compassion, holiness,
and faithfulness.

3rd Grade Growing with God

Students examine the tools that God used to sustain and grow figures like
Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, Ruth, and Daniel.

4th Grade Building Life Castles

Starting with the life of Christ and continuing with the journeys of Paul,
students discover the impact of the gospel.

5th Grade Possessing the Land

Students survey the structure, themes, and figures of the Old Testament,
noting especially God’s sovereign care.

6th Grade Winning the Race

Students review doctrines from all of Scripture, with special emphasis on
life principles from the New Testament.
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Suggested Weekly Schedules
Five-Day Option
Day 1

Session A

Day 2

Session B

Day 3

Session C and Story

Day 4

Character Trait Activity

Day 5

Review and Quiz

Four-Day Option
Day 1

Session A

Day 2

Session B

Day 3

Session C and Story

Day 4

Review and Quiz
Character Trait Activity

Three-Day Option
Day 1

Sessions A and B

Day 2

Session C and Story

Day 3

Review and Quiz
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Feedback

As a non-profit publishing ministry, we consider teachers our co-laborers in
the faith. Each curriculum remains a work in progress, and the people who
teach these studies have a great impact on the scope and format of every new
edition. If you have any comments, questions, or concerns, please don’t hesitate
to contact us—we’d love to hear from you.

info@positiveaction.org
(800) 688-3008
positiveaction.org

Positive Action for Christ
P.O. Box 700
Whitakers, NC 27891-0700

A Final Word

We pray that this study will help you and your students know God’s glory, grow
in that knowledge, and share it with others. To benefit the most from this study,
consider the following:
• Spend time each day in the Word. Use the material in this study to guide
your devotional reading so that you can present God’s truth and love from
the heart. Mark and adjust the session notes to suit your students’ needs.
• Pray for your students, and ask God to grow you.
• Be vulnerable to your students, expressing questions and confidence in equal
measure. Encourage them to explore Scripture with you.
• Be the love and truth that you want to see from your students.
• Depend on God’s strength and grace, even in your weakness.
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LESSON 1

The God of the Bible
Scripture Memory – Romans 15:4a

For the Teacher
This lesson introduces some basic theology while letting students
practice looking up passages of Scripture. Over the next few lessons,
you may wish to assist students who aren’t yet comfortable with
finding passages by book, chapter, and verse.

Content Objectives
1-A As our Creator, God is powerful, holy, and loving.
1-B The Trinity exists in three persons: the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.

1-C To follow God, we should reflect His love.

Learning Objectives
Students should be able to . . .
• Look up passages of Scripture by book, chapter, and verse
• Use and explain at least one or two words from Scripture to
describe God
• List the three persons of the Trinity
• Describe one way to reflect God’s moral character

Vocabulary
• Almighty – Has the strength to do anything; “all mighty”
• Holy – Far from sin or anything unclean; set apart or sacred
• The Trinity – The three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
mysteriously unified as one God
• Potter – A person who makes pots, often by shaping clay
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Session 1-A What Is God Like?
Discuss: Who are some of your favorite
people mentioned in the Bible?
Consider sharing a figure from the Bible
that has been an encouragement or
challenge to you.
This year, we’ll look at the life stories of a
handful of people in the Bible. These people
were not perfect—in fact, some did very
bad things. But God helped them all grow
to become more like Him. We can learn
from their example.
Read the introduction (SM p. 5) with
your students. Note that we can learn
about God in many ways, but we can find
the clearest picture of Him in Scripture.
Before students begin this exercise
(SM p. 6), explain the instructions,
noting that the sentences are summaries,
not word-for-word copies of Scripture.
Students should read the verses, think
about the meaning, and then fill in the
blanks with the word bank.
You may wish to look up the first passage
together, noting how to find the book,
chapter, and verse.
Prompt: Complete the exercise in section
1-A of your Student Manual.
As needed, review the answers in the
table (SM p. 6) as a group.
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Discuss: Do you know what the word
almighty means? What about holy?

Almighty
Has the strength to do anything; “all
mighty”

Holy
Far from sin or anything unclean; set
apart or sacred
Illustrate: Consider writing the following
terms on the board:
God is . . .
• Powerful – He can do anything He wants
to do. He’s powerful enough to create
the universe, and He’s strong enough to
protect us.
• Holy – He is perfectly good. He does not
lie or do anything bad.
• Loving – He loves us and wants to take
care of us. He gives us good things.
When we forget one of these ideas, we can
get a bad picture of God in our minds.
Target Truth
God is powerful, holy, and loving.

Session 1-B The Trinity
Discuss: Look up John 3:16 in your Bibles.
We looked at this verse briefly in our
previous session. Who is God’s Son?
Explain: God’s Son is Jesus. Both He and the
Father are God. This might seem confusing
if we think that God is just like us. But He’s
not. God is a Spirit, which means that He
does not have a body like we do. He is also a
Trinity, meaning that He is three persons in
one essence.
Illustrate: Look at the graphic on page 7
of your Student Manual. Who are the three
persons in the Trinity?
• God the Father
• God the Son
• God the Holy Spirit

Trinity
The three persons—Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit—mysteriously unified as one
God
The Trinity is a very difficult idea.
• Christians believe in one unified God
(cf. Deut. 6:4–5; Mark 12:29–30). Only
one God created the world and rules
over everything.
• But this one God is made up of three
persons. All three are completely, equally
God, but also distinct. These persons talk
together (cf. John 17), move in different
ways (cf. John 16:7), and show love to
each other (cf. Matt. 3:16–17; John 6:38;
17:24)—all within this three-in-one.

We can’t fully understand the Trinity because
nothing else in the universe works the same
way. It is a mystery. We might look for ways
to picture this idea—like three leaves on a
clover or three musical notes in a chord—
but every picture falls short.
We may not understand how the Trinity
works, but this is the way that the Bible
describes God.
Consider completing this exercise as a
group.
Prompt: Complete the exercise in section
1-B of your Student Manual.
As you review the answers, note the
following vocabulary term, as well as
additional notes for three of the verses.

Potter
A person who makes pots, often by
shaping clay
• Isaiah 64:8—A potter makes a pot just
the way he or she wants. Likewise, God
works all things toward the end that He
wants.
• John 20:31—The Book of John was
written to show that Jesus is God. He is
the only way to eternal life.
• Galatians 5:25—When we believe Jesus,
the Holy Spirit lives inside us. We should
live the way He wants us to.
Target Truth
God is three persons in one.
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Session 1-C Reflecting God’s Love
Begin this session by reading the story on
the next two pages (“The Papadopoulis
Pedalers”). Discuss the following:
• Why might some people be
embarrassed by their family?
• How did Anna get over her
embarrassment?
• Did Anna’s mom and dad give her a
good example of love? How?
• How did Anna show love to her
brother Jason after the race?
We learn to love by example—and God
gives us the best example of love. If we
show godly love, we’ll show that we’re
part of God’s family.
Prompt: Complete the exercises in section
1-C of your Student Manual.
Ask volunteers to share some of their
most-admired people. Consider sharing
someone you admire, as well.
Discuss: When we admire others, we often
want to become more like them. How can
you become more like the people that you
admire?
Illustrate: Where does the moon get its
light? The light actually comes from the sun,
bounces off the moon, and shines down on
Earth at night. The moon has no light of its
own, but it can reflect the sun’s light to us.

Likewise, we humans are very different from
God. We don’t have His power or goodness,
but we can reflect Him. As God shows love
to us, we can show His love to others. People
can learn about God through us.
Explain: Read 1 John 4:7–15.
• Verse 7—Followers of Jesus will love
each other.
• Verses 10–11—We love each other
because God first loved us.
• Verse 12—No one has seen God, but
people can get a hint of what He is like
by seeing His followers love each other.
• Verses 13, 15—When we believe Jesus,
God’s Son, then God the Spirit will live
in us.
Explain: God shows us love in many ways,
and the biggest way is through Jesus. Jesus
came to Earth to make us part of God’s
family. He offers us eternal life even though
we could never earn it for ourselves.
When we believe and trust in Jesus, God
adopts us into His family. We have countless
brothers and sisters through Jesus. People
should be able to recognize Christians by
their love for this new family.
Discuss: What are some ways you can show
love and kindness to other Christians?
Target Truth
Christians should be known for their godly
love.
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Lesson 1 Story: The Papadopoulis Pedalers
The sky dawned warm and clear—a perfect day
for a bike race! Anna and her family scanned the
field of competitors. Everyone was checking their
bikes, talking about the course, and loading their
packs.
Dad asked everyone to check their bikes carefully.
Anna’s older brother, Jason, was adjusting his new
chain. Dad helped Seth inspect his tires and brakes.
Seth was only 9, but he was strong and had been
training for months. Anna hoped he could make it
through the 28-mile course.
She was grabbing her helmet when she heard,
“Papado-uh . . . the Papadoo-POH-lis Pedalers, to
the starting line! Papadoo-POH-lis?”
Anna winced. It was supposed to be PapaDOP-oulis. Her parents were proud of their
Greek heritage, and they put their family name on
everything, even though no one could pronounce
it. Now everyone thought their name was Papadoo-POH-lis.
Anna quickly fastened her helmet and kept her
head down as they made their way to the starting
line. Dad asked, “Everyone ready to have a good
race today? Whatever happens, I’m proud of how
hard you’ve worked for this. We’re the Papadopoulis
Pedalers!”
The announcer called start. “Let’s go, go, go!”
Anna forgot her embarrassment and felt a rush of
excitement. She loved a good competition. At first,
the road was level, and the riding was easy. There
was a light breeze which kept her cool, and small
hills were no problem. But halfway through the
race, the course became steep and narrow. Anna
felt dizzy when she looked into the gaping valley
next to her. So instead, she tried to focus on the hill
ahead.
She shifted gears as she climbed, and she
wondered about Seth. Could he make it up this
hill? She glanced around for him, but didn’t see
him anywhere. Finally, she panted, “Mom, where’s
Seth?”

Mom just smiled and nodded up ahead. As they
crested the hill, Anna finally saw Dad, Seth, and
Jason waiting for them. The family took a quick
break to rest and drink some water. Anna hoped
they would hurry up. She didn’t want to fall too far
behind the other racers.
Dad showed his usual excitement. “We’re all
doing great! After the way you conquered that hill,
I think we can finish in tenth place or higher. Are
you with me?”
“Huzzah!” they all shouted.
Anna punched Seth on the shoulder, and he
laughed. But secretly, Anna wondered if her little
brother could keep up. They might not make the
top 10 this year.
They started fast down the far side of the hill.
Only a third of the course lay before them. But
suddenly, Jason wobbled on his bike and called out.
Anna heard, “It’s the chain!” and saw Jason steer
into a steep ditch. The rest of the family zipped past
him before they could brake and turn around.
Dad rushed over to make sure Jason was OK.
He had a couple small scrapes on one knee, but
otherwise, he was fine. The bike, on the other hand,
needed some help. The chain had completely fallen
off.
Mom asked Anna to watch the road and warn
them if a car was coming. Dad took off his pack and
rummaged around for a chain tool. Anna kept an
eye on the road, but all the while, she fumed.
There was no way they could finish in the top 10
now. Why didn’t Jason take care of his bike before
the race? Did he care about winning? Anna didn’t
say what she was thinking. She didn’t want to start
fighting and slow everyone down even more.
She heard Jason talking to Dad, “I’m really sorry.
The chain’s new, and I thought I had shortened it
to the right size. Guess I didn’t. Now I’ve ruined
everything.”
Story continued on next page »
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Jason sounded devastated, but Dad punched
his shoulder and said, “It’s OK—delays happen.
God allows problems, and it’s how we respond that
matters. Anyway, it was a good idea to replace your
old chain before the race. Next time, I can show
you how to measure it correctly. For now, let’s finish
strong!” Thankfully, Dad had the right tool, and
it took only about three minutes to remove a few
links and get the chain back on.

When they crossed the finish line, Anna heard
the announcer say over the loudspeaker, “Here’s the
Papdopoulis Pedalers, finishing with a time of two
hours, 28 minutes, and 46 seconds. Great job!”

Mom gave Anna a quick hug and said quietly,
“Thanks for staying focused and positive. I knew I
could count on you.” Anna was glad that she hadn’t
said any of the things she was thinking before.

Anna pumped her fist in excitement. But then
she saw Jason’s face, which showed a mix of sadness
and anger. He knew that they would have won if his
chain hadn’t fallen off.

Everyone was on their bikes in a flash. When
Dad counted to three, they shouted, “Papadopoulis
Pedalers! Let’s go, go, go!”
Mom, Dad, Jason, Anna, and Seth all took turns
leading and watching out for traffic. For the last few
miles, they encouraged each other and gave their
best effort.

After they had cooled down and put away the
bikes, the family enjoyed a picnic lunch together.
During the award ceremony, they were all surprised
to learn that their time was good enough for second
place—and just one minute behind first place!

This time, Anna decided to speak her mind. “We
both know we can win next time. After another
year of riding, we’ll be even faster. We’ll check each
other’s bikes and land first place as a family. People
will remember the Papadopoulis Pedalers!”

Character Trait Activity: Love
We show love to people when we do what’s good for them.
We can better show love by learning more about others. Students will participate in a simple
ice breaker to learn more about some of their classmates. Ask each student to number 1–5
on a piece of paper. Write a list like the following on the board.
1. Owns a pet

4. Plays basketball

2. Has broken a bone

5. Is an only child

3. Has traveled to a different country
Give students three minutes to find classmates described by one of the items on the list.
Students should write the name of a classmate next to each number on their papers. After
the time is up, consider collecting the papers from the students. Go through the list, asking
students if they remember which of their classmates are described by each item.
Explain that love seeks good in people and for people. We love by caring for people and
giving them what they need. To better love and understand people, we need to learn more
about them.
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STUDENT MANUAL PAGES

Le s s o n 1

The God of the Bible
Vocab u l ary
• Almighty – Has the strength to do anything; “all mighty”
• Holy – Far from sin or anything unclean; set apart or sacred
• The Trinity – The three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—mysteriously
unified as one God
• Potter – A person who makes pots, often by shaping clay

1-A What Is God Like?
Have you ever gotten a letter
in the mail? Imagine opening
your mailbox and finding a
letter from the most important
person in the world. This
person wrote the letter so that
you two could get to know each
other.
What would you do with this
letter? Would you throw it away,
or would you read it carefully?
Would you write back?

The most important person did write you a letter.
The God of the universe gave you the Bible so that you could learn more
about Him. He wants a relationship with you, and He wants you to be more
like Him.

5
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▶ Read the following passages in the Bible. Use the words below to fill in the blanks.

Almighty

God

Genesis
17:1

The Lord told Abraham,

Psalm
99:9

. . . The Lord our God

Isaiah
6:3

Holy

John
3:16

“I am God

holy

loved

Almighty / Almighty God

, holy

God loved
His only Son . . .

is holy

.

, holy

6
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is the Lord . . .

the world so much that He gave

▶ Can you think of other words to describe God? Write a few below.

Answers will vary.

. . .”

STUDENT MANUAL PAGES

1-B The Trinity
Father

Son

God

Holy
Spirit

▶ Read each passage and mark which person of the Trinity is named.

✓

Isaiah 64:8 – He shapes us like a potter
shapes clay.

Father

Son

Matthew 14:31–33 – After Jesus made a
storm go away, His followers worshiped Him.

Father

Son

John 20:31 – If we believe in Him, we have
life.

Father

Son

Holy Spirit

Galatians 5:22–23 – He grows love, joy, and
peace inside us.

Father

Son

Holy Spirit

Galatians 5:25 – We should walk with Him
and do what He says.

Father

Son

Holy Spirit

Son

Holy Spirit

James 1:17 – Every good gift comes from Him.

✓

Father

✓
✓

Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit

✓
✓

7
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1-C Reflecting God’s Love
▶ In the spaces below, write three people that you admire.
◉

Answers will vary.

◉
◉
▶ Why do you admire these people?

Love is an important part of God. He loves us very much. If we want to
follow God, we should love people like He does.
▶ Read 1 John 4:7–11 and use the words below to fill in the blanks.

God
1 John
4:7
1 John
4:8

love

We should love
from God

each other because love
.

People who do not love
because God

1 John
4:9–10

God

1 John
4:11

Because God
each other.

8
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is

is love

do not know God
.

showed His love by sending His Son into the world.
loved us, we should also love

LESSON 2

The Message of the Bible
Scripture Memory – Romans 15:4b

For the Teacher
This lesson introduces the biblical account of humanity’s fall, followed
by Christ’s redemptive work. Each session presents opportunities to
discuss elements of the gospel.
The Character Trait Activity requires some extra supplies, including
large drawing paper and some small jigsaw puzzles.

Content Objectives
2-A Adam and Eve brought sin into the world by disobeying
God.

2-B Jesus came to Earth to show people the path back to God.
2-C Jesus died and rose again to give us life.

Learning Objectives
Students should be able to . . .
• Define sin as it relates to God’s law
• Recall how Adam and Eve first disobeyed God
• List two or three ways that God showed love through Jesus

Vocabulary
• Creation – Everything God brought into being; the universe
• Sin – The decision to break God’s law; turning away from God
• Faith – A belief in something we cannot see or prove; trust in
God
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Session 2-A Creation and Sin
Discuss: The world around us is a mix of
wonderful and terrible things.
• What is wonderful about the world?
What are some of your favorite things?
• What is bad about the world? What
things can make people afraid or sad?
If God created the universe, and if God is
so good, why are there some bad things
around us?
Prompt: Complete the first exercise in
section 2-A of your Student Manual.
Consider reviewing answers to the first
exercise, and then read the paragraphs
at the top of page 10. As you read, note
the definitions for the vocabulary words
below.

Creation
Everything God brought into being; the
universe

Sin
The decision to break God’s law; turning
away from God
Discuss: Before you begin the next exercise,
there’s one more word you should know. Do
you know what the word serpent means?

Explain: God gave Adam and Eve so many
things to enjoy. They could eat any kind of
fruit except one. But the serpent led Eve to
think that she was missing out on something
good, and she believed him. And then Adam
disobeyed, as well.
When God asked Adam and Eve if they ate
the fruit, they both blamed someone else.
• Adam blamed Eve for giving him the
fruit.
• Eve blamed the serpent for tricking her.
Read Genesis 3:14–19. As a result of sin,
people would now face suffering. Some
people call this “the Fall” or “the curse.”
• Verses 14–15—The serpent would
crawl in the dust. The descendants of
the serpent would be enemies of Eve’s
descendants. Verse 15 is a picture and
promise that Jesus would one day defeat
Satan, God’s enemy.
• Verse 16—Women would have pain
during childbirth, and there would be
conflict between husbands and wives.
• Verses 17–19—People would have to
work very hard to get food. Everyone
would one day die and return to the
ground.

Serpent is an old name for a snake. There’s a
serpent mentioned in Genesis 2, but this is
no ordinary animal.

This is all very sad, but God had a plan to
rescue us. He did not abandon His creation.

Prompt: Complete the remaining exercise
in section 2-A of your Student Manual.

Sin pulls us away from God.
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Target Truth

Session 2-B The Work of Jesus
Explain: What makes sin bad? God is the
source of all good things, but when we sin,
we . . .
• Say “no” to God and His good gifts
• Push God away
• Hurt the people around us
• Hurt ourselves

Explain: Remember the three words used
to describe God in Lesson 1? He is powerful,
holy, and loving.
• God is holy, which means He won’t allow
sin.
• He is also loving, so He offers to help us.
• And through His power, God took all the
punishment for sin on Himself.

After humanity chose to sin against God,
the world was cursed with evil. People did
terrible things to each other, and many
people died without ever knowing God.

We can’t do anything to save ourselves. So
we simply need to trust God, and He will
take care of us.

But again, God did not give up on us. He
wanted to rescue people from the curse of
evil. So He came to Earth Himself to save
us.

You may wish to spend more time
discussing the gospel with your students.
Consider giving them a chance to speak
with you privately if they have further
questions.

You may wish to briefly review the
persons of the Trinity (SM p. 7). Jesus is
the Son of God, yet also God Himself.
God the Father sent Jesus into the world
to save humanity from sin.
Prompt: Complete the exercise in section
2-B of your Student Manual.

To break free from sin and enjoy the life
God offers, we must accept Jesus. We must
believe His words and trust that His death
paid for our sins.
Target Truth
Jesus came to Earth to save us.
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Session 2-C The Promise of Jesus
Discuss: What is faith? What have you
heard people say about this idea?

Faith
A belief in something we cannot see or
prove; trust in God
Before reading the story on the next two
pages (“Sight Unseen”), ask the students
to listen and think about how the main
character, Kelsey, shows faith.
After the story, discuss the following:
• How did Kelsey show faith?
• Was Kelsey’s grandmother a good
person to have faith in? Why?
• What would Kelsey have done if she
had no faith in her grandmother?
• How could Kelsey love a horse before
seeing it? Do you think Kelsey was
happy after she met Dusty?
It’s good to have faith, but it’s also
important to rest our faith on the right
people and ideas.
Explain: Jesus asked His followers to put
their faith in Him. But when Jesus died,
some of His followers wondered if His
promises could come true.
Consider working through these exercises
(SM p. 12) together as a class. You could
ask volunteers to read some of the verses
out loud.
Prompt: Complete the exercises in section
2-C of your Student Manual.
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Discuss: What does John 3:16 mean by
“eternal” or “everlasting” life?
• Earlier in this lesson, we learned that
Adam and Eve brought suffering into
their lives by sinning against God. When
they sinned, they died spiritually—that
is, they were separated from God.
• Every person has had this same problem.
Sin has cursed this world with suffering
and death.
• But God has a solution for this. Jesus
promises that if we trust Him, He will
give us life forever with God. Even if we
die here in this world, we will live with
God in heaven forever. Nothing will
separate us from God again.
Explain: It takes a lot of faith to believe this
promise, but thankfully, Jesus builds up
faith inside us (cf. Heb. 12:2). As He keeps
showing us love in little ways, day after day,
He gives us hope that He’ll fulfill His big
promises in the future.
Jesus promised His followers that He would
die and rise again—and He did. That gave
those followers hope and courage.
Read Hebrews 10:23. We can hope in God’s
promises because He always does what He
says He will do.
Target Truth
We can trust Jesus’ promises for the future.

Lesson 2 Story: Sight Unseen
The wind blew through Kelsey’s hair as the truck
bounced over the country roads. After two days of
traveling with Mom, she was ready to stretch her
legs and run free. She just wasn’t sure what her new
life would be like.
After Grandpop had died from cancer last year,
Grandmom had been left alone on the old farm. She
was doing OK, and the neighbors saw her often, but
she was happy when Mom suggested moving in.
They would “join forces,” Mom said. She thought
that’s what God wanted them to do.
It was hard for Kelsey to leave behind her friends
from middle school, but Grandmom’s house was
probably the happiest place she knew. She was
determined to help Mom and Grandmom make
this work.
After the truck pulled into the overgrown yard,
Kelsey jumped out to give Grandmom a big hug.
“Kelsey! I’m so glad you’re here—finally! Let’s get
your things inside. Do you need anything to drink?
I have snacks ready in the kitchen.”
Later, they walked around the property. When
they reached the barn, Grandmom opened the
big, creaky door. Kelsey was surprised to find the
building dark, quiet, and empty.
“Where are the horses?” asked Kelsey.
Grandmom sighed. “Before Grandpop passed
away, he boarded Dusty and Rose at a stable not
too far from here. I couldn’t take care of them by
myself. But I want to talk to you about that.”
“About what?” Mom asked, a little nervous.
Grandmom looked at Kelsey with a serious
face. “I was hoping that you might try to get this
place in shape.” She started pointing around the
barn. “We need someone to clean out the stalls,
re-set the hinges on those doors, get fresh hay, and
maybe repaint the outside. If you can do all that in
a month, we can bring the horses home. Dusty was
Grandpop’s favorite, and I want her to be yours.”

Kelsey froze for just a second. “Are you kidding?
That’s awesome! Let’s make it happen!”
Over the next four weeks, Kelsey spent time
almost every day in the stable. She shoveled out the
old hay and manure, then used the wheelbarrow
to dump it in the compost pile for Grandmom’s
garden. Kelsey watched a few videos to learn how
to replace broken door hinges. Mom kept telling
her to watch out for splinters and rusty old nails.
Thankfully, Grandpop’s shed had plenty of tools
in great condition, and Mom showed Kelsey how
to use a miter saw to cut new boards for the door
frame.
After a few weeks, only a little cleaning and
painting was left, but there was a problem. One of
Kelsey’s new friends from church had invited her
to a birthday party. Kelsey really wanted to go,
especially since she wanted to make more friends
in town. But with her deadline coming up, she
couldn’t afford to give up a whole day of work.
Grandmom couldn’t help, and Mom was too busy
with her new job.
Kelsey talked to Mom while they were driving
home from church. Mom said that Kelsey should
decide for herself—and accept the consequences
either way. After thinking it through, Kelsey
decided that she would continue working on the
stable and not go to the party. She didn’t want to
disappoint Grandmom, and she wanted the horses
to have a safe, clean home when they arrived.
“Besides,” said Kelsey, “I can invite my friends
over to ride Dusty sometime. First things first.”
Over the next week, Kelsey sanded, cleaned, and
painted almost everything around the barn. Mom
got some hay delivered, and everything was ready
just a day before the horses would come.
Kelsey brought Grandmom out to the barn to
see the finished work. “See how clean everything
is? The doors don’t stick anymore, and I greased
the hinges so they don’t even creak. I painted those
Story continued on next page »
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walls red like Grandpop had, and the white trim
was Mom’s idea. What do you think?”
Grandmom was overwhelmed. “Kelsey, you’ve
done a wonderful job. Has your mother seen all
this?”
“I sure have,” said Mom, walking into the barn.
“But I’m afraid I have some bad news.”
Kelsey turned. “Wait, what?”
Mom hesitated. “I don’t want to upset you, but
the stable won’t be able to bring Dusty and Rose
here tomorrow. Their trailer somehow wrecked
yesterday, and they’re going to need a new one. It
might be a couple days before the horses get here.”
Kelsey listened carefully and thought a moment
before speaking. “You’re worried I might be upset
about the delay? That I could’ve gone to the party
after all?”
“Well, yes, I guess so,” said Mom. She still
remembered when Kelsey had gotten upset over
bad news before.
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But this time, Kelsey smiled. “I made my decision,
and none of us could have known it would be this
way. The barn is just ready a few days early. Thanks
so much for all your help with this.”
Mom let out the breath she was holding, and
Grandmom beamed.
Two days later, Kelsey was riding her bike in the
freshly mowed yard, when she heard the rumble
of a truck and trailer coming down the driveway.
Quickly, she put her bike away and ran down to the
barn.
Grandmom introduced her to Grandpop’s
friends from the stable. They had kept Dusty and
Rose for the last six months. One of the men said,
“I hear Dusty is your horse, Kelsey. Would you like
to be the first to welcome her back home?”
“I sure would!” As Kelsey opened the trailer door,
she realized that she had never even seen Dusty
before, but she already knew they’d be the best of
friends. She’d love Dusty as much as Grandpop had.

Character Trait Activity: Faith
We show faith by trusting and following God’s plan.
We don’t know everything that God knows, so we have to trust Him. To
illustrate our partial knowledge of God’s plan, students will assemble puzzles
with some of the pieces missing.
Before the activity, gather the following for each group of 5–6 students in
your class:
• A small jigsaw puzzle (around 20 pieces) in a plastic bag, with several
pieces removed
• A large sheet of drawing paper to lie under the entire assembled puzzle
• A roll of clear tape
• Crayons or colored pencils
Set aside the box covers for each puzzle until after the activity.
To begin the activity, divide the students into groups. Ask students to assemble
their puzzles on top of the drawing paper. Several pieces will be missing.
When students have completed the puzzle as much as possible, they can
tape the edges down to the drawing paper, then draw and color the missing
portions of the image. After students are finished, reveal the pictures for each
puzzle. Compare the pictures with each group’s attempt, and consider voting
on which attempt is the best match.
Discuss how the students decided to fill in the spaces. Our lives are a lot
like these puzzles. Every moment and every day, we get another piece of our
story. We don’t yet know what our entire life will look like, but if we follow
God, we can trust Him to take care of us. We might not understand why good
things or bad things happen to us, but one day, God will make all of that clear.
In the meantime, we need faith to trust Him for the empty spaces. We can’t
just give up and throw all our pieces away.
As time allows, read Matthew 6:25–34. We don’t know how God will take care
of us in the future, but by faith, we can believe God even when it’s difficult.
Faith is trusting God for what we cannot see or prove (cf. Heb. 11:1).
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Le s s o n 2

The Message of the Bible
Vo cab u l ary
• Creation – Everything God brought into being; the universe
• Sin – The decision to break God’s law; turning away from God
• Faith – A belief in something we cannot see or prove; trust in God

2-A Creation and Sin
▶ Read the following verses in Genesis 1 and use the words below to fill in the
blanks.

beginning
earth
female
good
male

Genesis
1:1

In the beginning

, God created

the heavens and the earth

Genesis
1:27

God made humans in His own image. He made both

Genesis
1:31

Everything God made was very good

male

and female

.

.
.

9
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God created the entire universe—the stars, our planet, and everything that
lives around us. He even created two humans named Adam and Eve. All of
God’s creation was wonderful.
God gave Adam and Eve one rule. They were not allowed to eat the fruit
from one tree in the Garden of Eden. Unfortunately, Adam and Eve chose
to disobey God and sin.
▶ Read Genesis 3:1–6. Then match the beginning of each sentence to its correct
ending.

A

Verse 1 – The serpent asked Eve if
God really . . .

C

Verse 3 – Eve said that they could
not even . . .

B

Verse 4 – The serpent told Eve that
she would not . . .

D

Verse 6 – So Eve ate the fruit and
chose to . . .

A. said not to eat from
any tree.
B. die.
C. touch the fruit.
D. give the fruit to her
husband, Adam.

10
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2-B The Work of Jesus
Humans chose to sin, but God still cared for us. He promised to send
someone to save us from our sins. That person is Jesus, and He came to
Earth to live as a human.
▶ Read each passage from the Book of Matthew and complete the puzzle.

Across

Down

2. Matthew 20:18–19 – Jesus said
that He would one day be killed,
but He would come back to life
on the ___ day afterward.
4. Matthew 2:1 – Jesus was born in
the town of ___, in the region of
Judea.

1. Matthew 14:16–20 – Jesus fed
thousands of people with just ___
loaves of bread and two small
fish.
3. Matthew 15:30 – When people
came to Jesus with different
problems, He ___ them.

1

4

F

2

3

T H

I

E

V

A

B E

T H L

I

R D

E H E M

E
D
Despite all the good that Jesus did, some people hated Him. Eventually,
these wicked people decided to kill Him. They put Him to death by nailing
Him to a cross.
But even this terrible thing was part of God’s plan. Jesus chose to die for
our sins. He faced our punishment so we would not have to. Because of
Jesus, we can follow God and live with Him forever.

11

30 | Lesson 2—The Message of the Bible

STUDENT MANUAL PAGES

2-C The Promise of Jesus
▶ Read John 3:16 again and mark the correct ending to each sentence.
God so loved . . .
the planet Earth.

✓ the people of the
world.

all the animals.

God sent . . .

✓ His only Son.

a tornado.

an army.

If we believe in Him, we will have . . .
death.

happiness.

✓ life.

▶ Jesus died so that we could live. But do you
remember what you read in Matthew 20:19?
What did Jesus promise to do after He died?

Rise again on the third day

▶ Read Matthew 28:1–9. Did Jesus keep His
promise? ✓ Yes
No
Jesus promised to give His followers life that never ends. Many people
make promises that they cannot keep, but Jesus showed that He has
power over life and death. One day, everyone who has faith in Christ will
live with Him forever.

12
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LESSON 3

The Parts of the Bible
Scripture Memory – Review Romans 15:4

For the Teacher
This lesson maps out the broad divisions of the Bible. Students will
briefly survey major biblical themes while reviewing Scripture’s value
to believers.

Content Objectives
3-A The Old Testament records how God interacted with the
nation of Israel.

3-B The New Testament reveals the work of Jesus and the
beginnings of the Christian church.

3-C God gave us Scripture to reveal Himself to us.

Learning Objectives
Students should be able to . . .
• Recall several terms for important divisions and genres in the
Bible, like testament, gospel, and epistle
• List several differences between the Old and New Testaments
• Recognize Scripture as God’s explicit self-revelation

Vocabulary
• Testament – A promise or record; a name for the two major
parts of the Bible
• Scripture – Sacred or religious writing; another name for the
Bible
• Idol – A statue of a false god
• Prophet – Someone chosen by God to share a message
• Gospel – The “good news” about Jesus; one of the first four
books of the New Testament
• Epistle – A letter; one of the 21 letters in the New Testament
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Session 3-A The Old Testament
Discuss: Is the Bible one book or many
books?
We often think of the Bible as one book.
After all, the Bible usually comes in one
volume. But the Bible is actually made up of
66 smaller books collected together. They are
organized into two parts called testaments.

Testament
A promise or record; a name for the two
major parts of the Bible
Consider asking your students to find the
Table of Contents in their Bibles.
• The Old Testament includes 39 books.
• The New Testament includes 27 books.
Explain: There’s a term we use to describe
the words of the Bible. It’s called Scripture.

Scripture
Sacred or religious writing; another
name for the Bible
The books of Scripture were written . . .
• By at least 40 writers over 1,000 years

Explain: In today’s exercises, you’ll learn
about the Old Testament. In this part of
Scripture, God revealed Himself to the
nation of Israel. We’ll learn more about
these special people in the coming lessons.
Prompt: Complete the exercises in section
3-A of your Student Manual.
Consider reading out loud the
introductory paragraph to each exercise.
You could also let students complete
these exercises in small groups.
As time allows, ask volunteers to say
which part of the Old Testament (Law,
History, Poetry, Prophets) includes the
following books:
•
•
•
•
•

Genesis – the Law
Isaiah – the Prophets
2 Chronicles – History
Proverbs – Poetry
Deuteronomy – the Law

Target Truth
The Old Testament describes
relationship with Israel.

God’s

• By men and women from many different
backgrounds
• In at least three different languages,
including Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic
Over the years, people have translated
Scripture into hundreds of languages so that
almost everyone can read it today.
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Session 3-B The New Testament
Explain: The second big part of the Bible
is the New Testament. These books were
written about Jesus and His followers. They
include . . .
• The Gospels
• The Book of Acts
• The Epistles
• The Book of Revelation
Consider reading the introductory
paragraph (SM p. 16) out loud.
Explain: The word gospel has two meanings.

Gospel
The “good news” about Jesus; one of the
first four books of the New Testament
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are called
“the Gospels” because they focus on the
good news of Jesus. They describe how He
taught and healed people, and how He died
and rose again to save us from our sins.
Prompt: Complete the exercises in section
3-B of your Student Manual.
Explain: The New Testament books were
written for different reasons.
• The Gospels are records of what Jesus
did and said while He was on Earth.
• The Book of Acts is a history book. It
describes what Jesus’ followers did after
He went back to heaven.
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• The Epistles are letters that Jesus’
followers wrote to some of the first
churches. They teach truth about God.
• The Book of Revelation is a prophetic
book written to seven early churches. It
explains that God will one day defeat His
enemies and bring peace.
As time allows, play a brief review game.
Present the following pairs of books,
and ask students to tell you which book
comes first in their Bible. Alternatively,
you could hold a Bible drill and see which
student can flip to each book first.
Discuss: Which came first?
►Genesis

Mark
Ephesians
1 Samuel
►Psalms
1 Timothy
►Acts

Romans
►Isaiah
►Deuteronomy
►Exodus
Proverbs
►1 Corinthians
James

Target Truth
The New Testament describes the work of
Jesus.

Session 3-C Learning from the Word
Read the story on the next two pages
(“You’ve Got the Map”). Consider
sharing a time when you had trouble
following directions. Afterward, discuss
the following:
• How did Eli show more care and
attentiveness on his second try with
the map?
• What are some times when we
should listen to others carefully?
• How can we pay better attention to
Scripture? How can we make sure we
understand what we read there?

Discuss: Can we learn about God from
things other than the Bible? What other
things has God given to help us?
We can learn about God from good teachers,
from the Holy Spirit, and from the world
around us, but Scripture is the clearest way
that God talks to us.
Before students begin their exercises,
consider reading Psalm 19:7–14 and
discussing the following verses:

• Some people use the Bible as a glimpse
into the past.

• Verse 7 – Scripture helps us be wiser.
• Verse 8 – Scripture helps our hearts
find joy.
• Verse 11 – Scripture warns us about
bad things and helps us find good
things.

• Some people use the Bible to help them
decide between right and wrong.

Prompt: Complete the exercises in section
3-C of your Student Manual.

Discuss: What is the purpose of Scripture?

• Some people enjoy the stories, poems,
and advice they find in the Bible.
These ideas aren’t all bad, but there’s a bigger
purpose behind it all. God gave us Scripture
to reveal Himself to us. He wants us to learn
about Him and follow Him. So He guided
and inspired people to write these books.

Discuss: How did you answer the last
question on page 18? What would you like
to learn about Scripture this year?
As time allows, students can color in the
picture at the end of the lesson.
Target Truth
God reveals Himself through Scripture.
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Lesson 3 Story: You’ve Got the Map
“Eli! Hey Eli—Let’s go!” Xavier’s voice boomed
through the house.
“What’s up?” Eli paused his game and looked up
at his big brother.
“I’m going to visit that new historical marker—
the one with our ancestor. I still need a picture for
my school report. You wanted to go, right?”
William Carney was born a slave in the year
1840, back when some places in the United States
still allowed slavery. When he was a teenager,
William escaped to freedom in the North. Up until
that point, he only had the name William, but he
took the last name Carney so he could sign up to
fight in the Civil War. William earned the rank
of Sergeant in the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer
Infantry Regiment. In one battle, he suffered several
gunshot wounds while holding up the US flag. For
his bravery, he received the US Medal of Honor.
Xavier was writing a paper on William Carney
when he found out that the soldier was his greatgreat-great-great-great-great-grandfather. So now
Xavier wanted to take some pictures of a historical
marker.
Eli got up to follow Xavier. “Dad say OK?”
“Yeah, Dad said OK.”
As Eli buckled his seat belt, he asked, “So what
should I do?”
Xavier handed him a phone. “Do? You can hold
my phone while it gives me directions. I haven’t been
to the marker before, but it’s near some cemetery.”
As the two brothers traveled up the highway and
into the city, Eli held up the phone so Xavier could
hear the directions over the wind blowing through
the windows. Eli watched the other cars fly by, and
he began to daydream about being in a battle like
his ancestor. He couldn’t wait to share pictures with
his friends at church. They’d probably think that—
Xavier’s voice interrupted Eli’s thoughts. “Where’s
my next turn, Eli? Is it coming up? I thought we
were close.”
36 | Lesson 3—The Parts of the Bible

Eli looked down at the phone. The screen was
blank, and the phone wouldn’t turn back on. “Uh, I
think your battery died.”
His brother had his eyes glued to the road ahead.
“Don’t joke with me, Eli.”
“Seriously. It won’t turn on.”
Xavier got off the highway and turned into a
crowded old neighborhood. He pulled over near a
corner where he could see a couple street signs.
“OK,” Xavier said. “That’s my fault. Help me find
the charger.”
They looked all around the car—in the glove box,
under the seats, even between the cushions in the
back seat. After about five minutes, they gave up.
Xavier laughed a bit. “Well, I guess we can finally
use that map Dad bought five years ago.” He lifted
a bundle of papers out of the glove box and showed
Eli an old road map. “Have you ever used one of
these?”
Eli was curious. “Not like that, but I like maps.”
“Great!” said Xavier. He pointed to a spot on the
map. “It’s not hard. See, we’re right here.”
Xavier’s finger covered a big section of the map, so
Eli couldn’t see exactly where he was pointing. But
Eli didn’t want to look dumb, so he just mumbled,
“Yeah, sure.”
“We have to go up this road a little ways, maybe
three inches, and then we’re going to turn right.
That road winds around for a little bit. We’ll take
two more left turns, and somewhere around here
we should see the marker on our right. Got it?”
Eli just looked at Xavier with big eyes.
“Great!” said Xavier.
Off they went. How far was three inches on a
map? Neither of them knew. They were looking
for Cromwell Drive, but all they could find was
Cromwell Road.
Story continued on next page »

As they drove, Eli saw a little girl riding her
tricycle in front of her house. Eli waved, and she
stared back.
Eli had no idea where they were on the map. He
could barely read the tiny writing, and it had been
too long since Xavier explained anything. Eli didn’t
want to ask for help now.
They saw the little girl on the tricycle again. Eli
waved. The third time they passed her, she finally
waved back.
“Stop waving at the little girl!” said Xavier. “You’re
supposed to be helping me find Cromwell.”
“I’m just being friendly,” said Eli. He waited a
minute, then finally said. “I have no idea where we
are. I’ve forgotten everything you said.”
Xavier stopped at a stop sign and stared at Eli for
a long minute. Then he burst out laughing. “Want a
burger? I want a burger. We’ll both feel better after
a burger. Let’s get lunch over there and look at the
map one more time.”

Once they had sat down with their food, Xavier
spread the road map out on the table. He took a pen
and began marking their route again. This time, he
took his time and made sure that Eli could repeat
the directions back to him. Eli listened closely
and asked questions. After looking at the map for
a while, they realized that Cromwell Drive and
Cromwell Road were the same street.
Twenty minutes later, Xavier and Eli reached the
historical marker just outside the cemetery. The
brothers walked around and took a few pictures
with Dad’s nice camera. They even found a statue
of William Carney, along with some plaques that
talked about other soldiers buried nearby.
When they got back to the car, Xavier decided
to throw his back pack into the trunk. There, right
next to the tire iron, was the phone charger. Eli
snorted, Xavier grinned, and neither said a thing.
Once they were out of the city, Eli finally had
to say, “Well, at least we made friends with little
tricycle girl!”

Pause a moment to discuss the following:
• Why did Eli have trouble with the map?
What kept him from helping Xavier well?
• How could Eli do better with the map next
time? What advice would you give him?

Lesson 3—The Parts of the Bible | 37

Character Trait Activity: Attentiveness
We show attentiveness by listening to others and remembering important details.
Students can play a bingo-style game to practice listening skills. Before the activity, make a copy of the
“Bible Vocab” table below for each student. After passing out the copies, ask students to write a random
letter of the alphabet in each square. Consider reciting the letters of the alphabet as students fill in their
table at random. The middle is a free square, so students will only be able to write 24 letters total.
Read the following words, one at a time. Ask students to mark a square whenever they hear a word that
starts with the corresponding letter (i.e., “A” for “Almighty”). The winner will be the first student to mark
five squares in a row. As a review, consider discussing the meaning of each word.

• Almighty

• Faith

• Scripture

• Matthew

• Worship

• Prophet

• Trinity • Understanding

• Leviticus

• Creation • Idol

• Gospel

• Holy

• Old Testament

• Deuteronomy • Bible

• Kindness

• Verse

• New Testament

• Revelation

Bible Vocab

Free
Space

• Epistle
• Jesus

STUDENT MANUAL PAGES

Le s s o n 3

The Parts of the Bible
Vocab u l ary
• Testament – A promise or record; a name for the two major parts of the Bible
• Scripture – Sacred or religious writing; another name for the Bible
• Idol – A statue of a false god
• Prophet – Someone chosen by God to share a message
• Gospel – The “good news” about Jesus; one of the first four books of the New
Testament
• Epistle – A letter; one of the 21 letters in the New Testament

3-A The Old Testament
The first part of Scripture is
called the Old Testament, and
it describes how God helped
the nation of Israel. God gave
these people special promises,
along with laws to help them
follow Him. The Israelites did not
always obey God, but God loved
them. As we study the stories
and laws in the Old Testament,
we can learn why people need
Jesus.
Let’s learn about the four big
sections of the Old Testament.

13
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The Books of the Law
▶ Find the Table of Contents near the beginning of your Bible. This shows the 66
books of Scripture. The first five books of the Old Testament are called the Books
of the Law. Write these five books below.

1.

Genesis

2.

Exodus

3.

Leviticus

4.

Numbers

5.

Deuteronomy

The Books of History
In this section of the Old Testament, we read how
the people of Israel settled into the land of Canaan.
Most people in Canaan did not follow God, and
sometimes Israel followed their example. The
Israelites often worshiped idols and hurt each
other. A few times, the leaders of Israel even
forgot about God’s laws.

14
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▶ Number the historical books in order from 1 to 12. The first book is marked for you.

2
9
1
12
5
7

Judges
2 Chronicles
Joshua
Esther
2 Samuel
2 Kings

3
8
6
10
11
4

Ruth
1 Chronicles
1 Kings
Ezra
Nehemiah
1 Samuel

The Books of Poetry
In the Old Testament, there are five books that include songs, poetry, and
wise words. These books describe God and His gifts in amazing ways. The
writers also ask important questions about Him. The poetic books are . . .
◉ Job – A story about a man who trusts God even while suffering
◉ Psalms – Songs about our walk with God
◉ Proverbs – Advice from wise, godly people
◉ Ecclesiastes – Thoughts on the meaning of life
◉ The Song of Solomon – A song about love in marriage

The Prophets
Even though Israel kept disobeying God, He kept calling them back to
Himself. He sent prophets to remind Israel about His laws. The prophets
also warned about God’s punishment for people who hated Him.
▶ In your Bible’s Table of Contents, the prophetic books start with Isaiah and
continue through Malachi. Write the names of three prophetic books below.
◉

Answers will vary.

◉
◉

15
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3-B The New Testament
The Gospels

The first four books of the New Testament are called the Gospels. Here we
read about the coming of Jesus, the Son of God. He was born in Bethlehem
as a baby, and He grew up to teach and heal people. He died on a cross to
pay for our sins, but three days later, He rose again. Each Gospel gives us
a different picture of Jesus’ life.
▶ Look at your Bible’s Table of Contents again. Write the names of the first four
books of the New Testament.

1. Matthew
2. Mark
3. Luke
4. John

The Book of Acts
The Book of Acts explains what happened after Jesus returned to heaven.
▶ Read Acts 2:1–4. Who came to live inside Jesus’ followers?

The Holy Spirit / Ghost
▶ Read Acts 11:26. What did people begin to call Jesus’ followers?

Christians
16
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The Epistles and Revelation
The epistles are letters written by early Christians to each other. They
further explain the gospel, and they describe ways that we can be like
Jesus.
▶ God worked through a handful of people to write the epistles. Look up the following
verses and match each epistle to its writer. One answer will be used twice.

C

Romans 1:1

C

1 Timothy 1:1

D

1 Peter 1:1

B

Jude 1

A

Revelation 1:1

A. John
B. Jude
C. Paul
D. Peter

3-C Learning from the Word
When we take time to study and understand Scripture, we will see how
powerful, holy, and loving God is. We will learn about God’s work—and
how we can do our part in His plan.
▶ Read Psalm 19:7–9 and write at least four words that describe God’s laws and
words.
◉

Answers will vary by translation.

◉

Perfect (v. 7), sure/trustworthy (v.7),

◉

right (v.8), pure/radiant (v. 8),

◉

clean/pure (v. 9), true/firm (v. 9)

17
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▶ Read the following passages and fill in the blanks.
◉ Psalm 119:105
God’s Word is a lamp

light

to our feet and a
to our path.

◉ Psalm 119:169
The writer asks for understanding
according to God’s Word.
▶ What would you like to learn about Scripture this year?

Answers will vary.
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We Can Learn from Scripture

Lesson 3—The Parts of the Bible | 45

