
Historyre-examined
Consider the situation below in light of God’s providence, and then write your thoughts. The story 
is written from a human perspective, so you’ll need to fill in some blanks: how might God have been 
moving through these events? What did He accomplish through “chance” misfortune? How did He turn 
bad circumstances to good?
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Joseph was the favored son of Jacob, a man 
with multiple wives and a severely dysfunc-
tional family. Though Joseph was only the sec-
ond youngest of twelve sons, he was born from 
Jacob’s favorite wife and therefore received 
special gifts and privileges. The object of bit-
ter jealousy, he didn’t help things by telling his 
brothers about his dreams—in which he saw 
his entire family bowing down to him.
So Joseph’s ten older brothers decided to get 
rid of him. One day they threw him in a well, 
hauling him back up a little later only to sell 
him to passing slave traders. Afterward, they 
dipped Joseph’s old coat in blood, convincing 
Jacob that wild animals had killed his cher-
ished son.
The slave traders took Joseph to Egypt and 
sold him to a man named Potiphar, the captain 
of Pharoah’s guard. Joseph did well there—at 
first, anyway. He worked hard, succeeding in 
whatever he did, and Potiphar eventually put 
Joseph in charge of his entire household. But 
soon the handsome Hebrew slave caught the 
eye of his master’s wife.
Attracted to Joseph, Potiphar’s wife repeatedly 
tried to seduce him. He refused her advances, 
but one day she cornered him in the house 
alone, grabbing him by his coat, which he left 
behind in his hurry to flee. Angered, Potiphar’s 

wife showed her husband the garment and 
convinced him that Joseph had tried to rape 
her.
Potiphar threw Joseph into the Pharaoh’s per-
sonal dungeon, but the slave-turned-convict 
soon gained the trust of the prison’s keeper. 
Joseph again worked hard and succeeded in all 
his efforts, and the keeper eventually put him 
in charge of the dungeon.
Finally, thanks to a chance encounter with a 
disgraced royal cupbearer, Joseph was released 
from prison and given the chance to interpret 
a dream of the Pharoah. Joseph explained its 
meaning—that there would be a widespread 
famine in just a few years—and Pharoah placed 
him in charge of efforts to stave off disaster.
As the second-in-command of Egypt, Joseph 
had nearly limitless power. He managed to 
bring the entire economy under Pharaoh’s 
personal control, and he got an opportunity to 
help his family, as well. After discovering his 
brothers trying to buy food during the famine, 
Joseph allowed all of Jacob’s clan to settle in a 
fertile region of the country. He reunited with 
his family and forgave them for what they had 
done.
Joseph married a girl named Asenath, had two 
sons, and finally died at the age of 110.
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PROVIDENCE
As your teacher goes through the lesson, write down how God used different kinds of events to 
providentially care for Ruth. How have circumstances like these affected your life in the past?

Ruth’s Life My Life

Disaster

Sin

Death

Difficult Choices

Timing

Sheer Chance

Kindness

Selfishness

Love
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